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WOW! WHEE! 


One of the most original sets of door 
panels in years—for ENSIGN PULVER’. 
Youcani miss with this batch—men and 
women alike will stop and see. BUT 
DON'T CONFINE YOURSELF TO 


YOUR THEATRE DOORS. These ver- 
satile, provocative panels can fit in 
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BANG! WHAM! 


elsewhere—bars, clubs, fraternities, stores, your mar- 
quee when backed with heavy cardboard. Look at these 
panels—then look around your situation. Plant them 
... spread them...get them around...and watchthat 
audience - interest get going. A hot set for a great 


attraction—take advantage today! Extra sets avail- 
able FREE OF CHARGE—on request. 
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Stimulate Advance-Interest With 


SPECIAL 16mm ‘PULVER’ FEATURETTE 


(Quantity Limited .. . First Come, First Served) 


While ‘ENSIGN PULVER’ was shooting on location in Mexico, and after 
the company returned to Warner Bros.’ studio in Burbank, Cal., a special 
camerman went along to catch on 16mm black-and-white film the 
nuances of a bright and exciting production in the making... the stars at 
work and at play, the crew and technicians, the great director-producer 
. all the informal glimpses audiences love to see when a top motion 
picture is involved. The location footage has been cut-in with scenes from 
the finished movie. Together they make a sock five-and-a-half minute plug 
for PPULVER’.. Here's your chance to build big advance-interest. Send for 
the ‘PULVER’ featurette today—and plant with local teevee or install in 
your lobby. The quantity is limited ... so act promptly. Request from: 


Campaign Plan Manager 
Warner Bros. Pictures 

666 Fifth Avenue 

New York 19, N, Y. 


For the millions who met Ensign Pulver in 
2364 ~~ Mr, Roberts, here he is on his own ina wild, 
O0¢ salty new novel of the U.S. Navy all at sea 


ENSIGN 
PULY ; i 


BY HENRY WILLIAMS 


NOW ut SMASH JOSHUA LOGAN-WARNER wah MOTION PICTURE 


DELL CO. 
Meet Ensign ulver and Friends 
‘Scotty: her nights with Pulver on a 
tropical island left him Pulverized for 


a lifetime. 


The Captain: he was so busy raising 
hell with the crew he clean forgot 


& r UJ LV le R’ about the other enemy. 
The Doctor: Pulver's roommate, ac- - * 
complice—and dispenser of joy 
through jungle juice. 


: Ensign Pulver: lover, fighter, spe- 
_ Cialist in SNAFU—the only man in the 
*.¢ Navy, who, single-handed, occupied 
an island of Navy nurses. 

A 250,000-copy edition of ‘ENSIGN PULVER’ in paperback has 
been put on the market by Dell Publishing Company (cover, tied-in 
with the picture, shown on this page.) Check your local Dell dis- 
tributor to make sure he knows you will be playing the picture. 
Dell has also put out a handsome two-color 11 x 14 window-card 
with room for theatre imprint (also shown on this page). The card 
is available to you, in package of 10, on request to: 
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Television Spots... 


Audiences who loved ''Mr. Roberts’ will want 


to know you've got its great sequel — ‘EN 


SIGN PULVER' — coming to your theatre. 
So — tell ‘em. Get that top entertainment 
news around the whole community with the 
peppy 'PULVER' video spots Warner Bros. 
prepared for your engagement of the pic- 
ture. The FREE television spots for ‘PULVER'’ 
come to you in these lengths: three |-minute; 
three 20-seconds; and one 10-seconds. 
There's a lot of sell and interest in them. Plan 
a television campaign for 'PULVER' today — 
and start by requesting the video spots from: 


Campaign Plan Manager 
Warner Bros. Pictures 
666 Fifth Avenue 
New York 19, N. Y. 


THEATRE TRAILERS . . 


The fun, the color, the romance, the comedy 
of ‘ENSIGN PULVER’ are all there in the sock 
theatre trailers provided for you by Warner 
Bros. Get your patrons talking about — and 
waiting to see — this entertaining, human pic- 
ture. The way to do it is to plan a screening 
schedule for the two 'PULVER'’ trailers — pro- 
duction and teaser. Put your order in today. 


Request from Warner Bros. Branch Office. 


Radio Spots... 


The radio-listening audience is interested in 
the two young romantic stars of ‘ENSIGN 
PULVER'—Robert Walker and Millie Perkins 
—and they've long been familiar with Burl 
Ives. Here's a natural. Warner Bros. has pre- 
pared a set of radio spots—two |-minute and 
two 20-seconds — which capitalize on the 
start-off assets of ENSIGN PULVER' and 
plug for top advance-interest. A radio cam- 


paign for ‘PULVER' should build big box- 


office. Start planning one—and send for your 


FREE set of radio spots today. Request from: 
Thaddeus Suski Productions 
165 West 46th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Robert Walker Interview 
On Radio Open-End 


With the stir Robert Walker has been making since his screen 


debut, the young radio-audience especially will be interested 
in hearing from him. You can arrange it, for your community, 
by planting the special open-end interview Warer Bros. has 
ready for your engagement of ‘ENSIGN PULVER’. Send for 
the disc today—it’s FREE .. . and it’s timely entertainment 


news. Your local deejay can sound like he’s talking with 
young Walker right in the studio—which is a plus for him and 
a boost for your ‘PULVER’ playdate. Request from: 


Thaddeus Suski Productions 
165 West 46th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 


12-257-410 


PUL VER’ COMIC BOOK AVAILABLE 


The audience that favors comic books will get a kick out of 


the ‘ENSIGN PULVER’ multi-color comic book (cover shown 


on this page) issued by Dell to coincide with release of the 
picture. It should be on stands in your community at the time 
you play ‘PULVER’. Alert your dealers and distributors and 


make prior arrangements to tie-up when the attraction opens. 
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Fast Island Romance 


On discovering Army nurse Millie Perkins on a tropical isle—the 
first female he has seen in months—Robert Walker proceeds im- 
mediately to romance her. Scene is from Warner Bros.’ new comedy- 


drama, “Ensign Pulver’, which opens ........ 
L 3 7 


at the 


Theatre. The Technicolor-Panavision release, produced and directed 
by Joshua Logan as a sequel to “Mr. Roberts’’, stars Walker and 
Miss Perkins along with Burl Ives, Walter Matthau, Kay Medford 


and Tommy Sands. 


Mat 2-B Still No. 880/66 


Great Future As Comedian Awaits 
‘Ensign Pulver’ Star, Robert Walker 


“Bob Walker is one of the bright- 
est comedians on the scene. He is 
going very, very far in motion pic- 
tures.” 

Those are the words of Joshua 
Logan, ace stage-and-screen director 
who should know a comer when he 
sees one. It was Logan who picked 
Robert Walker for the name-role of 
“Ensign Pulver”, new comedy-drama 
in Technicolor-Panavision which he 
produced and directed for Warner 
Bros. release. The role is the first 
full starring role in Walker’s short 
acting career. Co-starred with him in 
“Ensign Pulver”, which opens...... 
at the Theatre, are Burl 
Ives, Walter Matthau, Kay Medford, 
Millie Perkins and Tommy Sands. 

At 23, Walker — son of Jennifer 
Jones and the late Robert Walker—is 
a shy, sensitive, publicity-shunning 
young man. He would rather be 
strumming his guitar in Europe, or 
beating the bongo drums in Green- 
wich Village, both which he has done. 
Actually, he started out to be a 
writer, but with a wife and two small 
children to support, he turned to the 
performing art. Logan, who knew 
him as an infant, discovered his co- 
medic talents after Walker had ap- 
peared in only two other pictures. 


Now that he’s launched, he says, 
“T’m very glad to have the chance. 
I like acting and I intend to keep 
studying until I know more about it. 
I don’t want to be compared to any- 
one, whether it’s my father or some- 
one else. If I can’t make it on my 
own, plain Bob Walker (no ‘Junior’, 
please), then it’s no good.” 


| Mr. Pulver’ 


Affable Robert Walker, who 
wanted to be a playwright but 
became an actor and hit it big, 
stars in the name-role of “‘Ensign 
Pulver”, a sequel to “Mr. Rob- 
erts” in Technicolor and Panavi- 
sion. The new Warner Bros. com- 
edy-drama opens ....... at the 
Theatre. “Ensign Pulver” 
was produced and directed by 
Joshua Logan. Along with Walk- 
er, the film stars Burl Ives, Walt- 
er Matthau, Millie Perkins, Kay 
Medford and Tommy Sands. 
Mat 1-A_ Still No. 880/610 


Sorehead With Sore Spot 


While crewmen assist and Walter Matthau, as a ship’s doctor, applies 
medication, Burl Ives, portraying a brutal ship’s captain, vents his 
rage over damage done to his fundament by a pellet from a sling- 
shot. Scene is from “Ensign Pulver”, new comedy-drama in Techni- 
eolor and Panavision which opens At tess. oe sees Theatre. 
Matthau and Ives star in the Warner Bros, release, together with 
Robert Walker, Kay Medford, Millie Perkins and Tommy Sands. 
Joshua Logan directed “Ensign Pulver”, a sequel to “Mr. Roberts’’. 

Mat 2-F_ Still No. 880/54 
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Hilarious ‘Ensign Pulver’ Conceived 
As Major Warner Bros. Production 


New Release Involves Six Top Stars, 


Important Director, Color, Wide Screen 


When Warner Bros. decided to 
make “Ensign Pulver”, new comedy- 
drama which opens ......... at the 
RAS ae Bi Be PHe athe OM icc ce asoa 
sequel to its very successful “Mr. 
Roberts”, the studio realized it would 
have to think big. 

Joshua Logan, about as big a 
stage-and-screen director as there is 
and also a prize-winning co-author of 
Broadway vehicles (including the 
“Mr. Roberts” play) was engaged to 
produce and direct “Ensign Pulver” 
in Technicolor and Panavision. The 
task of writing the screenplay was 
assigned to Logan and a collaborator. 

Next the studio lined up an array 
of top-level stars— Burl Ives, Walter 
Matthau, Kay Medford and Tommy 
Sands for the character leads, and 
Robert Walker and Millie Perkins 
for the romantic leads. The casting 
for lesser parts included Diana Sands 
and Al Freeman, Jr., outstanding 
Negro performers, and James Foren- 
tino, Gerald O’Loughlin, James Coco, 
Sal Papa, Joseph Marr and Larry 
Hagman, among the best of the cur- 
rent young theatrical-television-screen 
thespians. 

To get the “Pacific” atmosphere 
important to the story, Logan moved 
his actors and staff of Warner tech- 
nicians to Acapulco. The big modern 
Churubusco Studio of Mexico City 
provided such facilities as lights and 
generators, air-conditioned buses, 
and a work-crew of 60. Maritimes 
Mexicanos, a shipping outfit, pulled 
a former U. S. Navy cargo vessel out 
of its regular run and turned it over 
to Logan as a floating location-site. 
The Mexican Navy furnished smaller 
auxiliary craft, and the coves, beach- 
es and airports around Acapulco 
furnished the settings for many story- 
points. 

Back on the Warner lot, the “En- 
sign Pulver” company filmed certain 
sequences including a long and funny 
one where Robert Walker performs 
surgery on Burl Ives in a tropical 
island locale. The final authentic 


Mean Skipper 


All-around Burl Ives—actor, writ- 
er, mariner, traveller and folk- 
balladeer—stars as the mean- 
spirited “Captain” in “Ensign 
Pulver’? Warner Bros.’ new com- 
edy-drama which opens 
the ...... Theatre. Also starred 
in the Technicolor-Panavision se- 
quel to “Mr. Roberts” are Walter 
Matthau. Robert Walker, Millie 
Perkins, Kay Medford and Tom- 
my Sands. Joshua Logan pro- 
duced and directed “Ensign Pul- 
ver’. 


Mat 1-C_ Still No. 880/56 


touch for the “island” set was a covey 
of young “wild” pigs. At the finish 
of the scene instead of re-entering the 
truck in which they had come the 
porkers dashed onto the “My Fair 
Lady” sound-stage next door and 
scared the daylights out of some 250 
actors dressed in the elaborate fash- 
ions of Victorian England. 


‘Pulver’ Made By Joshua Logan, 
Ace Producer - Director - Writer 


Joshua Logan can lay claim to one 
of the most distinguished records of 
modern show business. His sparkling 
list of stage-hits includes “Picnic” 
(director); “Mr. Roberts”  (co- 
author, director) ; and “South Paci- 
fic” (director, co-producer, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning co-author). In motion 
pictures, he has to his credit “Sa- 
yonara” and “Fanny” as well as 
screen-versions of “Mr. Roberts”, 
“South Pacific’ and “Picnic”, for 
which he won an Oscar nomination. 

Logan’s newest film, “Ensign Pul- 
ver”, which he produced, directed 
and co-authored for Warner Bros. as 
a sequel to “Mr. Roberts”, opens 
SSRIS at the Theatre. 
Robert Walker, Millie Perkins, Burl 
Ives, Walter Matthau, Key Medford 
and Tommy Sands star in the Techni- 
color-Panavision release. 

Born in Texas, Joshua Lockwood 
Logan III attended Culver Military 
Academy where he played every pos- 
sible sport to toughen himself. In 
1927, he entered Princeton and 
plunged into the theatrical activities 
of the famed Triangle Club. Sum- 
mers, he worked in a Cape Cod stock 
company which numbered among its 
members such future luminaries as 
James Stewart, Henry Fonda and 
Margaret Sullavan. 

Logan won a scholarship to study 
in Russia at the great Moscow Art 
Theatre. In 1936, he broke into 
Hollywood as a dialogue director, 
then co-authored and co-directed a 
movie. He went back to Broadway to 
direct such huge stage successes as 
“On Borrowed Time”, “I Married An 
Angel” and “Knickerbocker Heoli- 
day”. 

When he was drafted, Logan asked 
for active duty and was sent to 
Officer Candidate School from which 
he graduated at the head of a class 
of 3,000. At the end of World War II 


he had attained the rank of captain. 
He resume directing and came up 
with hit after hit both on stage and 
for the screen. 

Logan is married to the former 
Broadway star, Nedda Harrington. 
They have two adopted childen, an 
apartment on New York’s swanky 
East side and a house in Connecti- 
cut where he finds relaxation by 
growing prize carnations. 


Pretty Millie Now 
Back In Business 


Six years ago, Millie Perkins, play- 
ing Anne in “The Diary of Anne 
Frank”, was the most publicized girl 
in films. Then, with release of the 
picture, it was over—and so, almost, 
was her career. 

But Millie and her dark, frail 
beauty were not forgotten. Joshua 
Logan, the famed author-producer- 
director of countless stage and screen 
hits, decided she was just the girl to 
portray an Army nurse and provide 
the love-interest opposite young Rob- 
ert Walker in “Ensign Pulver”, the 
new Warner Bros. comedy-drama in 
Technicolor and Panavision which 
OPENS: 3.0 s.8< at the 

Logan tested her against 50 other 
hopefuls, and suddenly Millie was 
back in business. Now she’s no longer 
little Anne but a grown-up beauty 
who makes all the young men in “En- 
sign Pulver” turn their heads. 

“Tt’s wonderful to be working 
again,” she says. “And the time I 
spent in drama-school and just study- 
ing and reading will, I feel sure, pay 
off. Now, maybe, I can make it as 
Millie Perkins, girl actor. That’s my 
prayer”. 


Vivacious 


Vivacious Millie Perkins, who 
achieved cinematic fame in the 
title-role of ‘““The Diary of Anne 
Frank”, is starred as an Army 
nurse in “Ensign Pulver’, War- 
ner Bros.’ comedy-drama in Tech- 


nicolor and Panavision which 
opens ...... AESENE Seas sete 
Theatre. 


Mat 1-B_ Still No. 880/65 


Se ee ee | 
Happy Operation | 


It’s a tense but hilarious moment as Robert Walker, playing the 
the name-role of “Ensign Pulver”, completes an emergency operation 
upon ship’s captain Burl Ives, with the aid of Army nurses Millie 
Perkins and Kay Medford while the natives of a tropical isle cavort 
in joy. Scene is from the new Warner Bros. comedy-drama in Tech- 
nicolor and Panavision which opens ....... AUT 35. . Theatre. 
Walker, Ives and the Misses Perkins and Medford star in “Ensign 
Pulver” along with Walter Matthau and Tommy Sands. Joshua Logan 
produced and directed. Mat 2-E_ Still No. 880/74 


Afloat And Morose 


When the surly ship’s captain, portrayed by Burl Ives, falls over- 
board during a storm, Robert Walker, playing the name-role of “En- 
sign Pulver”, releases a life-raft and goes after him—with the result 
that both are trapped with each other on the high seas. Scene from 
the new Warner Bros. comedy-drama in Technicolor-Panavision 
shows the effects of the situation on the two men. Ives and Walker 
star in the new release along with Walter Matthau, Kay Medford, 
Millie Perkins and Tommy Sands. Joshua Logan produced-directed. 


TOUGHEST STINT 


While working on “Ensign Pul- 
ver”, new Warner Bros. comedy- 
drama which opens ...... at the 
his Theatre, veteran producer- 
director Joshua Logan was asked 
about the most difficult chore of 
his long years in show business. 
Logan had a ready answer: “It 
was teaching Charles Boyer to 
speak English for ‘Garden of 
Allah’.” 


Those Pulver’ $$$$ 
Flowed In Old Mexico 


“Ensign Pulver”, new comedy- 
drama in Technicolor and Panavi- 
sion which opens ...... at the..... 


Theatre, is a good example of the 
economic benefits a movie can bring 
to a foreign country. Made mostly in 
Mexico, “Ensign Pulver” was budg- 
eted at $2,000,000. Warner Bros.’ ac- 
counts say one-fourth was left south- 


of-the-border, like this: 


@ $250,000 for food and lodging 
over five weeks; 

@ $200,000 for set construction; 

e $45,000 for props; 

e $40,000 for rentals of equip- 
ment; 

e $15,000 for air freight, customs 
charges and transportation; 

e@ $5,000 in income taxes to the 
Mexican government; 


They also estimate that 60 Ameri- 
can actors and crew members spent 
$15,000-$20,000 on gifts and personal 
necessities. And the wives of the 60 
probably dribbled away another 
$3,000-$5,000 while waiting for the 
men to finish work. Total: $500,000 


or thereabouts. 


Mat 2-C_ Still No. 880/78 


Matthau Lets Others 
Give The Film Orders 


Walter Matthau, top character ac- 
tor who portrays the humane ship’s 
doctor in “Ensign Pulver”, Warner 
Bros.’ comedy-drama sequel to “Mr. 
Roberts” which opens ...... at the 

...... Theatre, has no yen to try 
his hand at directing like some of 
his screen peers. 

“They can have it,” says Matthau. 
“I directed a picture once, a thing 
called ‘Gangster Story’. I didn’t criti- 
cize the author because I wrote it, 
too. I couldn’t fault the cast, either, 
because my wife and I were the stars. 
We made it for $45,000 at Anaheim, 
California, and it had its world pre- 
miere in Newark. It died, but the 
Ansco Theatre, on New York’s Forty- 
Second Street, which specializes in 
horrid and horror pictures, plays it 
once a year. The owner is a friend 
of mine. He has to be a friend of 
mine. Come to think of it, maybe 
he isn’t.” 


THE DESCENDANTS 


| The shooting of “Ensign Pul- 
ver’, Warner Bros.’ new comedy- 
drama in Technicolor and Pana- 
vision which opens ...... at the 
Theatre, proved to be 
a sort of second-generation show 
business get-together. Robert 
Walker, starred in the name-role, 
is the son of Jennifer Jones and 
Robert Walker. Tommy Sands, 
also starred, is the son-in-law of 
Frank Sinatra. Larry Hagen, fea- 
tured, is Mary Martin’s son. And 
Michael Daves, assistant director, 
is the son of famed Warner di- 
rector Delmar Daves. 


Pleasing Sight On An Island 


Robert Walker, cast in the name-role of “Ensign Pulver”, witnesses 
the pleasing spectacle of a group of females—even if they are Army 
nurses—during arrival on a Pacific island. Millie Perkins (left) 
catches his eye but Kay Medford (center) catches his attention. 
Scene is from the new Warner Bros. comedy-drama in Technicolor- 
Panavision which is scheduled to open ..... at the ..... Theatre. 
Walker and Misses Perkins and Medford star in the new release, 


together with Walter Matthau, Burl Ives and Tommy Sands. 
Mat 2-D Still No. 880/43 


Round Burl Ives 
Has Rounded Life 


Burl Ives, who portrays the hard- 
hearted ship’s captain in “Ensign 
Pulver’, Technicolor-Panayision se- 
quel to “Mr. Roberts” which opens 
as a Warner Bros. release on ...... 
abe LMG Aras s says Theatre, is probably 
the happiest guy in show business. 

Having made it years ago, the folk 
singer - actor-writer-mariner-traveller 
accepts only those plays, films and 
record-dates that appeal to him. 
Producers, directors and record-com- 
panies wait in line for his services. 
His songs are in the collections of 
Encylopedia Britannica Films and 
The Library of Congress. He has 
been a guest performer at the White 
House. If he did nothing more in his 
life, his royalties would keep him 
afloat. When he finishes a chore for 
money, Ives gets aboard his 90-foot 
yacht and skippers her to the Ba- 
hamas where he lives. 

“I’m in a good business,” says the 
300-pound performer. “Gives me 
plenty of time to read and think and 
sail. I don’t fish. I don’t race. I sit 
on the deck and spit in the ocean. 
I’ve got me a great wife and a son 
I’m proud of. I’ve got a lot of friends 
and I’ve got my guitar. What more is 
there in life?” 


Aiming To Get Hunk 


Walter Matthau, cast as a ship’s doctor, watches closely and hopefully 
as Robert Walker, playing the name-role in “Ensign Pulver’’, pre- 
pares to avenge the crew by sling-shotting the mean-spirited ship’s 
captain, portrayed by Burl Ives. Scene is from the new Warner Bros. 
comedy-drama set to open ALINE... acs vsulacs MCALEe, 
Matthau, Walker and Ives siar in the Technicolor-Panavision release 
along with Kay Medford, Millie Perkins and Tommy Sands. Joshua 
Logan produced and directed ‘‘Ensign Pulver’, as a sequel to “Mr. 


Roberts’”’. Mat 2-A_ Still No. 880/15 


Young Romantic Stars of 


‘ENSIGN PULVER’ 


(Special Publicity Mat; request from Campaign Plan Manager, 
Warner Bros. Pictures, New York) 


To tell the genial story of “Ensign Pulver”, pro- 
ducer-director Joshua Logan chose as the romantic 
leads of his film two comparative newcomers to 
the motion picture screen, They are Robert Walker, 
son of Jennifer Jones and the late Robert Walker, 
whose previous movie experience consisted of 
minor parts in only two pictures; and Millie Per- 
kins, an ex-model, who appeared before in only 
one movie, “The Diary of Anne Frank”. Logan 
picked Walker because he believes the young actor 
to be brightest comedian possibility now around; 
and Millie Perkins because he believes the public 
is due to discover her great appeal. Photos, upper 


left and right, show Miss Perkins and Walker 
close up; middle, left and right, she relaxes against 
a palm tree during location shooting, and Walker 
kibitzes while Logan (seated, center) deals during 
a card-game; below, Walker in the name-role of 
“Ensign Pulver” and Miss Perkins as the pretty 
Army nurse he meets on a romantic tropical island. 
“Ensign Pulver’, in Technicolor and Panavision, 
opens.......at the ....... Theatre as a Warner 
Bros. release. Burl Ives, Walter Matthau, Kay 
Medford and Tommy Sands star, along with Miss 
Perkins and Walker. 
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— The Credits — 


Produced and Directed by ........ Joshua Logan 


Assocate Producer ..........c.s.s0c0e0c0+0+ Ben Kadish 


Screenplayibysid mcs a. meso J. Logan 
and Peter S. Feibleman 


Based on a play by ................ Thomas Heggen 
and Joshua Logan 


From a Nevelsoy 2.68 Sau ae. T. Heggen 


As produced on stage by........ Leland Hayward 


Director of Photography .. . 
Charles Lawton, A.S.C 


Assistamt Dweetor: is4..3..4-0 Daniel McCauley 
DGS Ee eri oe tone ters emt. cae: George Duning 
NOUN GO Sie ribe ewe ime M. A. Merrick 
Art Direefot: xsiikantasaien oss Leo K. Kuter 
Costumes Designed by .......... Dorothy Jeakins 
Makeup Supervisor .......... Gordon Bau, S.M.A. 


Supervising Hair Stylst . . . 
Jean Burt Reilly, C.H.S. 


Set Decorator: ...625 24.3, William R. Kiernan 


ss Sue Tepes Joseph Curtis 


— The Billins — 


Warner Bros. 25% 
Pictures Presents 5% 
Joshua Logan's 100% 

production of 

“ENSIGN PULVER" 100% 
Starrng 


ROBERT WALKER 75% 
BURL IVES 75% 
WALTER MATTHAU 75% 
TOMMY SANDS 75% 
MILLIE PERKINS 37\/,% 
KAY MEDFORD 37\/4% 
Technicolor® 15% 
Panavision 20% 


Music 
George Duning 5% 


Associate Producer 


Ben Kadish 15% 


Based on the Play by 
Thomas Heggen and Joshua Logan |0% 


Screenplay by 
Joshua Logan 15% 


and 


Peter S. Feibleman 15% 
Produced and Directed 
by 
Joshua Logan 15% 
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The Synopsis 


(Not for Publication) 


Life aboard a U. S. Navy cargo ship in 
the South Pacific in the year 1945 is not 
happy. The overbearing manner of the 
captain (BURL IVES) has _ produced 
apathy and despair among crew and offi- 
cers alike. But when the captain refuses 
a leave to Bruno (TOMMY SANDS) to 
attend the funeral of his child, the mood 
on the ship turns to seething rage. 


At the showing of a movie which the 
captain requires the crew to attend, 
Ensign Pulver (ROBERT WALKER) sees 
his chance to strike a blow for justice’s 
sake by converting his sling-shot from a 
toy to a weapon. With the encouragement 
of the ship’s doctor (WALTER MAT- 
THAU), Pulver wings a_tack-studded 
pellet into the captain’s rear. In the en- 
suing uproar, the captain puts the whole 
ship on punitive duty, but the men rejoice 
at the vengeance wrought by one of their 
number whom they dub “The Great 
Assassin.” A crew party, complete with 
synthetic booze, is staged in the ship's 
laundry, a domain controlled by Ensign 
Pulver, and a secret ballot is taken as to 
the identity of the “Assassin.” When 
Pulver learns he received not a single vote, 
he chases the crew out of the laundry. The 
result for Pulver is the silent treatment 
from everyone. 


Landing on an obscure island for sup- 
plies, Pulver encounters a group of U. S. 
Army nurses who wait for their ‘plane to 
refuel. The head nurse (KAY MEDFORD) 
makes a half-hearted attempt to keep 
Pulver away from one of her charges, 
Scotty (MILLIE PERKINS), to whom he 
has taken a fancy. When the ensign and 
the nurse snuggle down for a bit of ro- 
mance, Pulver confesses his feelings of 
inferiority. Scotty encourages him to study 
for the doctor he would like to be, and 
Pulver returns to his ship restored in spirit. 


Somewhat recovered from his wound, 


the captain orders the ship to proceed to 
a destination through a storm, and retires 
to his cabin. Bruno, carrying a stolen re- 
volver, sneaks in and attempts to kill him. 
The sailor is stopped by Pulver, but the 
captain falls overboard during the melee. 
Against his own inclinations, Pulver cuts 
loose a life-raft and saves the captain's 
life. They wind up adrift together on the 
open sea. 


Under the rigors of ocean and sun the 
captain loses control of himself and ram- 
bles through confessions about his early 
life which reveal the reasons for his 
present-day conduct. Pulver makes a 
written record of the captain’s mouthings. 
Aboard the ship it is finally discovered 
the two are missing and the Navy is 
brought in to search for them, without 
success. 


The pair in the life-raft finally reach 
an island. There Pulver finds the head 
nurse and Scotty, victims of a forced- 
descent by their ‘plane. The head nurse 
confirms Pulver’s hunch that the captain 
is ill of appendicitis and in need of im- 
mediate surgery. She refuses, however, to 
perform the operation. Contact is made 
via the plane’s radio with Pulver’s ship, 
and the captain is prepared for the knife 
by getting him drunk. Under great stress, 
and following radioed orders from the doc- 
tor on the ship, Pulver successfully com- 
pletes the surgery. The two men then 
return to their ship. 


His experience has taught the captain 
nothing. When he learns that Bruno was 
given leave while he was gone, the captain 
reverts to his characteristic tactics. Morale 
on the ship once more hits bottom. But 
Pulver will have no more of this. Waving 
his notes of the captain’s confessions, he 
forces the senior officer to ask for his 
own transfer. As the captain goes off in 
a launch, Pulver turns out to be the hero 
he always wanted to be. 


(Running Time: 104 Minutes) 


Campaign Plan Manager 
Warner Bros. Pictures 
666 Fifth Avenue 

New York 19, N. Y. 
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